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The system of symbols that Conrad sets up subtly shift and change as we journey through the novella. And Marlowâ€™s attitudes and
undeniably racist language â€“ typical of a seaman of that time who was seeking his fortune and adventure in such a way â€“ does
seem to shift slightly.Â He talks of Conradâ€™s hatred of black skin and quotes a glowing description of a white body when Conrad first
arrived in England. But we donâ€™t know the context for these outside descriptions, and the latter quote was from when he was just
sixteen â€“ long before he went to Congo.Â But I do feel to see the novel only as a social product rather than an artistic one, is to cut
yourself off from so much that it has to offer to us as readers. Joseph Conradâ€™s Heart of Darkness is among the most studied,
debated, contested, and theorized works of Western literature. The novel can be viewed through many critical lenses. A post-colonial
reading might critique, celebrate, and even reconcile Europeâ€™s colonialization activities throughout Africa in the 19th century. A
Marxist reading might point to ways in which the story depicts the violence and cultural repression which surrounds capitalistic
enterprises. A psychoanalytic reading might focus on the complicated psyches of Kurtz or Marlow and explore their unique
psychological motivations Joseph Conrad, English author of Polish descent whose works include the novel Lord Jim and the short story
Heart of Darkness.Â It was Conradâ€™s first English landfall, and he spoke only a few words of the language of which he was to
become a recognized master. Conrad remained in England, and in the following October he shipped as an ordinary seaman aboard a
wool clipper on the Londonâ€“Sydney run. Facts Matter. Support the truth and unlock all of Britannicaâ€™s content.

